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On behalf of the Committee, 
From the office of the 

President,  
2018-2019  
 
Dear Members, 
 
It’s been such an amazing year. Thank you for giving us the chance to serve 
you. It’s definitely our greatest honor. Without your supports, we won’t 
have this chance to recount our achievements. 
 
This year, we have been focusing on the development of the society. The 
rapid growth of the society envisioned that the members base would 
increase twice its size in no time. To be able deliver to this, the internal 
structure of the society has to be strong, with great platforms to convey 
messages with a strong reputation. 
 
With that, the society has been able to obtain recognition from different 
departments, obtaining funding from various offices whilst delivering 
quality events to achieve the vision and mission of the society. 
 
Lastly, thank you to all committee members, volunteers for being the 
greatest team of people to work with. It’s been nothing but a pleasure being 
able to work towards all of these alongside with you all.  
 
Till we meet again. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike  
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VISION 
Being one of the largest societies in Heriot-Watt University, Heriot-Watt 

Malaysian Society (HMS) strives to make Malaysian students feel more at 
home when studying abroad. We act as a supporting backbone for our 

fellow Malaysians peers. 

 
MISSION 

We aim to instill patriotism and unity among Malaysian students in Heriot-
Watt University, creating a platform for all fellow Malaysians to bridge. 

 
VALUES 

The 2018/19 HMS Council upholds three pivotal objectives while serving 
our members – multiculturalism, unity and enthusiasm. We strive to 

ensure that our members enjoy an enriched experience of studying in the 
UK whilst keeping our diversified cultures closed to heart. 
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Elected 24th March 2018, 

Council Members 
 
From Left to Right, 
 

Choo Nixon     Welfare Manager 
 Sarah Hannah    PR & Marketing Director 
 Mitra Ganeson    PR & Marketing Director 
 Ariel Hannah Joy    Event Coordinator 
 Mike Woon Wu Jia   President 
 Belle Hew Kit Yee    Vice-President 
 Jessie Tan Xi Le    Event Coordinator 
 Tey Zhung Kent    Treasurer 
 Teh Chun Weng    Secretary 
 Hooi Jun Hua    Welfare Manager 
 
 
Despite their busy schedules, the team worked day and night without 
complaining, just to deliver a smile onto your faces every event. 
 

Thank you for your service. 
Office of Council Members to be dissolved upon the election of new office bearers. 
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MEMBERS 

180 members base 
 

 60% increment in 
amount of members 
compared to 2016. 

Over 70% members are 
active members. 

Members from all over 
Asia, e.g. Taiwan, China, 

Singapore, Indonesia and 
Thailand. 
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FEATURES 

 
 
 

Membership Card 
 

 
 

Every member of HMS will receive an annual membership card that can be 
used to proof your membership and to present to outlets with concessions. 
Proudly designed by Mitra Ganeson. 
 

Buddy-Family System 
 

Members are added to a small group called the Buddy-Family group that will 
be headed by one senior member of the society. The BFS system aims to 
increase the involvement of members and to divert messages quicker and 
more effectively. 

 
Website and Social sites  

 
The society website includes general information regarding the society. It’s 
content is regularly updated. Our social sites, the Instagram page and 
Facebook group aims to deliver messages directly to the members in the 
quickest way. They act as our first point of contact and news updates.  
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EVENTS 
Flagship Events 

Meet & Greet 
To help us kick off our 2018-2019 year, HMS society invited its members to 
eat home-made Nasi Lemak. We gave a warm welcome to the new members 
of the society and also to the returning members. We had attracted more 
than 100 Malaysians to gather in the Chaplaincy. The emcees of the event 
had arranged games and ice breaking session among the crowd, and 
encouraged them to make new friends. We introduced the Committee 
members to the crowd and had listed out the planned activities and exciting 
gatherings for the upcoming year. 
 
Diwali Celebration 
Diwali, the festival of lights was a core festival celebrated by Malaysians. 
This event was hosted in collaboration with Edinburgh Malaysian Students 
Association, in the University of Edinburgh. It not only provides the culture 
of Indians to the masses, but also showcases our multicultural 
backgrounds. The event was filled with great food and performances with 
great interactions with the members. The response to the event was great, 
with the maximum quota reached in just a short amount of time. It was 
definitely a celebration  to remember. 
 
Chinese New Year Celebration 
On 8th of February, we have successfully hosted the annual CNY celebration 
in Zeros. It was another  sold out event, with 90 attendees including non-
members. The night consists of food, entertainment such as singing, dancing 
and the showcase of the Chinese yo-yo, Diabolo, all prepared by our own 
society members. We also had a special guest from Confucius Centre 
performing 3 classic Chinese pieces on ErHu. It was a celebration to 
remember as it warmed the hearts of students who were away from home 
on this festive season. 
 
Colours of Malaysia  
Colours of Malaysia will be happening on the 23rd of March 2019. Colours of 
Malaysia is the biggest public event that we host in collaboration with 
Edinburgh Malaysian Student Association. It is a festive event aiming to 
showcase the vibrant heritage of Malaysia and spreading our culture to the 
world. Various forms of traditional cuisine will be served, with a DIY art 
section and a thrilling stage act. 
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Leisure Events 
Leavers Dinner 
This is our annual event where we celebrate the graduation of final year 
member in our society. Last year, we held the dinner at Nando’s on 13 April 
2018. There were around 20 people that attended the dinner. 
 
BFS Outing 
Our members this year were allocated to 10 family groups under the buddy 
family system. This was to allow member to have a “home away from home” 
and cure homesickness. Over the academic year, many family outings were 
held to forge a strong bond between family members. Different outings were 
organised such as basketball sessions, badminton, CNY reunion dinner, etc.  
 
One Day Trip 
Just as the previous years, HMS has organized a one day trip in the first 
semester to welcome newcomers to Scotland. There was an overwhelming 
response from the members for this event - tickets were all sold out in 10 
minutes! It was high in demand as it was much cheaper in comparison with 
travel companies while featuring the same destinations such as Loch Ness, 
Glencoe and Fort Augustus. Despite following a tight schedule, the team 
managed to execute the event successfully and the members enjoyed 
throughout the ride, especially when the last person to enter the bus has to 
sing! 
 
Mamak 
The mamak session was organised to provide a more laid-back environment 
for members to bond, portraying the mamak lifestyle. The committee 
members made roti canai with dhal and kek batik. As for drinks, we served 
sirap bandung and Teh Tarik. We also provided board games for social 
activtiy like Exploding Kittens, Avalon and even Mafia. The attendees was 
around 80 people and the event was a success as everyone enjoyed 
themselves and the food.  
 
Society Dinner Party  
The society organized its first ever formal dinner party as an opportunity to 
celebrate the academic year. It began as a tentative event which committee 
members have put a great deal of effort into planning and marketing. 
Following that, the members were very supportive in making it happen. 
Hence, the minimum quota for the execution of event was well exceeded and 
a total of 80 turnouts was achieved! The best part of the party were the 
amazing performances put together by our members and this forms one 
night of the academic year that members will not forget. 
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Community Events 
 

Pre-Departure Briefing 
This is one of our event where we brief our members on what to expect prior 
to arriving in Edinburgh therefore it is held in Malaysia annually. During the 
event, committees share their personal experiences of life in Edinburgh. 
They also shared important information such as visa application to ensure 
their preparation goes smoothly followed by a Q&A session. The attendance 
of the event is roughly 70 people from our university. 
 
Fresher’s Fair 
On the 5th of September 2018, the Student Union held an event during the 
freshers fair for societies to recruit new members. Our society was of course 
invited to set up our stall during the event. The stall garnered many attention 
from new students all over South-East Asia. Most of our members registered 
themselves to the society during the event. 
 
Global Day 
The global day was held in February by Student Union, where we were 
invited to partake. It was an opportunity for our society to showcase 
Malaysian culture and what our country is about to the university. Our 
theme this year was harmony – where we showcased our country’s diverse 
ethnic background and how we recognise ourselves as Malaysians despite 
our religious and cultural differences. On this day, we showcased our 
traditional clothing, delicious snacks like kek batik and curry puffs, and even 
samples of our Malaysian Ringgit banknotes and coins. Overall, it was a very 
successful event and hopefully our legacy will be carried on by the future 
members. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting will be happening on the 15th of March 2019. 
The purpose of the AGM is to consider and review the flagship, leisure and 
community events of the fiscal year 2018/2019, to review financial 
statement of society and to elect new Board of Committees for fiscal year 
2019/2020.  
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Achievements & 
Performance 
 
Concessions 
This year, we are able to obtain concessions from 10 different outlets all 
around Edinburgh. These outlets, including restaurants and grocery stores, 
provides us with discounts whenever a member visits.  
 
Recognition 
The society has obtained recognition from the university and student union 
as we actively participate in union led events and initiatives. The recognition 
has given us opportunities to collaborate with different societies, and obtain 
funding from the GoGlobal office as well as student union. 
 
New communication initiatives 
The society now communicate with the members through various platforms. 
First, members receive emailed newsletters regarding every event and 
happenings of the society. Members are also added to the BFS group, 
previously mentioned as an initiative to be better connected with the 
members. The society has also set up a new Instagram profile which 
garnered 125 followers. The Instagram page and our Facebook group of over 
700 members act as our media platform to promote our events. The turnout 
rate and response to the events and happenings has seen improvements 
throughout the academic year. 
  
Internal improvements 
The internal structure of the society has drastically improved compared to 
previous years. The society information can all be accessed by approved 
members of the Council through Google Drive, where folders and documents 
are organized to each department with relevant information and guidelines 
just a click away. In compliance with Data Protection Act 2018, the society 
has also made amendments to the society Privacy Statement and uploaded 
it alongside the Constitution of the society to the public.  

 
 



Heriot-Watt Malaysian Society Annual Report – 18/19 

 13 

Financial Review 
 
 
 
We as a society practice transparency with our members. The financial 
review allows members to have an insight on the cashflow of the society. The 
financial statements will clearly state the credits and debits of the society in 
our financial year, with all assets declared to the public. 
 
The financial statements consists of two parts, where the first will be the 
statement of financial position where all our assets and liabilities are 
declared. The assets and liabilities are accumulated from the founding of the 
society. The second part will be the statement of income and expenditure, 
where all our income and expenditure in this term will be clearly stated, 
event to event.  
 
The society is a non-profit organization, where profits are directly 
transferred into benefits for members. Whilst we try our best to provide 
quality towards our event at the least expense of the members, the society 
has to be sustainable. Therefore, every fees charged per member per event 
were all reviewed and deeply considered to ensure the sustainability of the 
society and the future events. 
 
 
 
 
 

This financial review was prepared by, 
Tey Zhung Kent 

Treasurer 
 

and checked by, 
Mike Woon 

President 
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Financial Statements 
 
Statement of Financial Position TOTAL FUNDS 

As of 15th of March 2019 GBP (£) 

Assets:     

Cash    £479.69 

Trade and others receivables    £0.00 

Legacies, gift or grants available    £0.00 

Inventories    £0.00 

  Subtotal current assets  £479.69 

  Total assets  £479.69 

Liabilities:     

Bank draft    £0.00 

Trade payables    £0.00 

Interest payables    £0.00 

Provision for grants payable    £0.00 

  Subtotal current liabilities  £0.00 

  Total liabilities  £0.00 

  Total net assets / liabilities  £479.69 

  Total retained funds  £479.69 
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Statement of Income and Expendicure INCOME EXPENDITURE 
NET 

AMOUNT 

From March 2018 to 15th of March 2019 GBP (£) 

INCOME      £4,104.16 

Funding      £600.00 

 Go-Global Office   £250.00   

 Student Union   £350.00   

       

Operation      £639.50 

 Membership Fees   £639.50   

       

Events      £2,864.66 

 Day trip   £996.00   

 Mamak Session   £142.50   

 CNY celebration    £284.00   

 Diwali   £15.00   

 Global day   £32.16   

 Society Dinner Party   £1,395.00   

       

OPERATION EXPENDITURE      £199.20 

Operation      £199.20 

 Membership Card    £87.45  

 Website     £111.75  

       

EVENT EXPENDITURE      £3,625.27 

AGM 17/18      £108.95 

 

Reimbursements for 
Potluck    £108.95  

Pre-Departure      £121.88 

 

Sandwiches and 
Drinks     £119.57  

 Printing     £2.31  

Freshers Fair      £5.83 

 Refreshments    £5.83  

Meet & Greet      £126.92 

 Food    £126.92  

Day Trip      £668.50 
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 Bus rental    £645.00  

 Refreshments    £23.50  

Diwali      £351.74 

 Venue    £41.00  

 Food    £300.00  

 Props    £10.74  

Mamak Session      £99.10 

 Food    £99.10  

CNY Celebration      £210.38 

 Food    £58.41  

 Transport    £17.15  

 Props    £134.82  

Global Day      £25.39 

 Food    £25.39  

Society Dinner Party      £1,556.58 

 Props    £130.58  

 Venue    £1,426.00  

AGM 18/19      £350.00 

 Food    £350.00  

       

TOTAL REVENUE    £4,104.16   

TOTAL EXPENDITURE     £3,824.47  

SURPLUS / DEFICIT OF 
INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE      £279.69 

 
 
 
 
 



Heriot-Watt Malaysian Society Annual Report – 18/19 

 17 

Organizational Information  
 
Heriot-Watt Malaysian Society (HMS) 
 
A student organization registered under the Student Union of Heriot-Watt 
University.  
Address: Heriot-Watt University Student Union, Riccarton, Edinburgh, 

EH14 4AS 
 
Official website: www.hwmysoc.com 
Instagram: @hwmysoc 
Facebook: fb.com/hwmysoc  
Email address: hwmysoc@gmail.com 
 
Affiliating Bodies: 

1. Student Union, Heriot-Watt University, Riccarton, Edinburgh, U.K. 
2. United Kingdom and Eire (Ireland) Council of Malaysian Students 

(UKEC) 
 
Privacy Statement and Constitution can be viewed on 
https://www.hwmysoc.com/privacy-statement-and-constitution 


